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F & B Visit to Farnborough Air Sciences Trust 
(F.A.S.T) Museum 
On 17 June a group of around 30 had a most enjoyable visit to the FAST 

Museum in Farnborough, which is the home of British aviation.  Flying in 

Farnborough started with Balloons and Kites in the Balloon Factory over a 

hundred years ago and then on the 16th October 1908 Samuel Franklin Cody 

made the first powered, controlled and sustained flight in the British Isles of a 

heavier than air machine, the British Army Aeroplane No 1A.  The Balloon 

Factory became the Royal Aircraft Factory (RAF) and was renamed the Royal 

Aircraft Establishment (RAE) when the RAF (Royal Air Force) was formed in 

1918.  David Wilson, a FAST Trustee and Project Manager of the Cody 

Replica, treated us to an illustrated talk about Cody. This was followed by a 

visit to see the replica of Cody’s aircraft that was built by the FAST Volunteers 

and completed in 2008 in time for the centenary of Cody’s first flight.  2014 has 

been a good year so far for the FAST Museum having obtained Accreditation 

and receiving the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.  The Sunday Times 

calls the Museum “One of the Top 10 geeky holiday spots on the planet…” and 

is well worth a visit.  The website address is http://www.airsciences.org.uk  

the FAST Museum is open at weekends and Bank Holiday Mondays between 

10:00 and 16:00  

 

From the Chairman – I went along on the visit to take my husband who has 

always been mad about aeroplanes, flying and any related subjects.  For myself 

I went along prepared to be bored by a fairly ‘techie’ afternoon.  I could not 

have been more wrong.  The visit was led by David Wilson (see above) who 

knows his subject, is passionate about it and is a very gifted and entertaining 

speaker.  The whole visit was most interesting and enjoyable.  Many thanks to 

Paul Collins for organizing. (More under ‘Social’) 

 

Samuel Franklin Cody 

 



 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
Last Night of the Proms 
I thoroughly enjoyed our May concert and hope that all of you did too.  Some 

terrific piano playing in the Rio Grande from our own Diana.  Just a shame that 

there was a slight hiatus at the very climax of the piece but I doubt that many in 

the audience spotted it in such a relatively modern and syncopated piece! 

All of the young soloists did well but I think the general feeling on the night 

was that the soprano with her voice, looks and personality would go far!  The 

audience clearly enjoyed her performance in Rule Britannia and of course loved 

the opportunity to join in. 

 

Below - Waiting for Robin! 

 

 

 

 
Social 
 I know we don’t particularly want to be thinking about Christmas………but, 

your Committee have been discussing a possible Christmas party on Sunday 

14
th

 December (the day after our concert).  This would be lunchtime drinks 

with snacks and nibbles and time to socialise at the end of our Autumn 

season.  We would be interested to know if this would be well supported so 

do please let any of the Committee know your thoughts. 

 

If the report on the F.A.S.T visit has interested you there is a further 

opportunity in September to hear the excellent David Wilson 
 

There is an opportunity to hear David again when he gives a talk entitled “A 

lifetime in aviation – A Royal Aircraft Establishment Apprenticeship and all 

it led to”.  In the talk David will take us on a journey through his 

involvement with the development and bringing into service of many of the 

UK’s frontline military aircraft of the last 50 years. He will include his 

experiences as the first MOD Director of the EuroFighter Project (now 



 

 

 

 

called the Typhoon). He will also talk about the 2 FAST projects which he 

led – the Cody Aircraft Replica and the Cody Statue.   Those of you who 

went on the visit to FAST will know that David’s stories are very 

entertaining. David’s talk will be on Tuesday 16th Sept 2014 at 7pm for 

7.30pm in The Village Hotel, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough GU14 7BF.  

FAST Association members (free entry) and visitors (£3) are all 

welcome. 
 

 
Website News (from Paul Collins) 
Website news (www.farnham-choral.org.uk).  Webmaster Paul Collins 

Concert Archive.  Work on the Concert Archive on the website continues.  

With the choir anniversary next year it would be very interesting to see a copy 

of the very first F & B concert programme from 1925 when we performed 

Arthur Somerville’s  "Passion of Christ" and the "Lieberslieder" by Brahms. 

F & B news and information.  The website is kept up to date with all the latest 

information about rehearsal dates and venues.  I hope that the information on 

the website will help you to enjoy your membership of Farnham and Bourne 

Choral Society.  Please let Paul know if you find something that is not right.  

Many thanks. 

 
Subscriptions 
The increase has been kept at a very modest £2 for the new season and 

subscriptions will be; 

Individual                                            £90 

Couple/2 close family members        £155 

 

 
Choir Rules in the Good Old Days 
An extract from The Australian Musical News, March 1st (or was it 

April?), 1915 (Submitted by Peter Benson) 

The practice shall commence at 8:30 or at such time as a sufficient number shall 

have gathered together.  Members are thought more of if they arrive late.  

The choir meets one evening a week for the following purposes:  to discuss 

politics, tennis, scandal, or church affairs:  to arrange socials, excursions, etc 

and to flirt.  N.B. If there is any time not occupied in the foregoing manner, and 

if the members feel inclined, it might be desirable to have a little singing.  

The choir shall consist of sopranos, altos, tenors and basses.  All those ladies 

who cannot read music shall sing alto.  Should any lady with a high voice 

object to singing alto, she is recommended to consult a voice specialist, who 

will be almost certain to pronounce her a deep contralto with a faulty method of 

production.  

The tenors shall consist of many fair gentlemen, who do not mind straining 

their voices.  All the gentlemen left over are required to sing bass.  

Basses are at liberty to sing tenor, if they feel that their extensive compass is 

not duly recognised.  He must be a poor worm of a bass who cannot sing tenor 

if he likes.  

No notice should be taken of the conductor.  Do not trouble to look at his beat.  

He should tap.  What your next door neighbour is saying is sure to be of greater 

interest to you.  

The conductor is always pleased to receive advice from individual members.  



He likes to receive hints as to choir management, suggestions as to ‘tempo’ and 

expression, and is delighted to be instructed in the elements of musical 

grammar.  If you think he has made a mistake, tell him so!  

Members of the choir are recommended to take home copies of music to look 

over at their leisure.  It really doesn’t matter if they don’t bring them back, 

because choir funds are usually in a flourishing condition, and more copies can 

always be bought.   

 

From the Chairman – This is a lovely tongue in cheek article from almost 100 

years ago but some of it is frighteningly familiar!! 
 

 
…….AND FINALLY 
The new season begins on Wednesday 10

th
 September.  Arrive from 7p.m. to 

collect your music. 

Please make sure that our secretary (Lynda Godfrey) has your most up-to-date 

details.  If you are willing to receive communication by e-mail please check that 

Lynda has your most recent e-mail address as these tend to change more than 

our postal addresses! 

Next season is a significant one for the choir as the 90
th

 anniversary of the first 

concert falls in April 2015.  We have three terrific concert programmes lined up 

for our 2014-15 season that hopefully everyone will enjoy and participate in to 

the full. 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


